Drawn to Life: New Cirque du Soleil
Production to Open at Disney Springs in
2020
Tickets on sale now!
LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. (Dec. 10, 2019) – Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group and Disney Parks,
Experiences and Products are thrilled to announce Drawn to Life, the highly anticipated, new family friendly
show coming to Walt Disney World Resort in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Written and directed by Michel Laprise
and with Fabrice Becker as Director of creation, this collaboration between Cirque du Soleil, Walt Disney
Animation Studios and Walt Disney Imagineering officially premieres April 17, 2020. The show will take
residency at Disney Springs. Tickets are on sale now at cirquedusoleil.com.
Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group President and CEO Daniel Lamarre, says, “For Cirque du Soleil, this is a
beautiful way of celebrating Disney’s legacy in the art of animation. This new and exciting production is most
certainly the best way to highlight the privileged relationship we have with our colleagues at Walt Disney
World and our joint commitment to continually bring audiences new experiences that surpass their
expectations.”
The show is a result of years of research and extraordinary collaboration that included extensive visits to
Disney theme parks, Walt Disney Archives, Walt Disney Imagineering, Walt Disney Animation Studios, Pixar
Animation Studios, The Walt Disney Family Museum, as well as hands-on work between Disney animators and
Cirque du Soleil. In fact, the Cirque du Soleil teams collaborated extensively with legacy animators to create
the show.
‘’What fascinates us is that moment when life appears in drawings. Just like in an acrobat’s body, the visceral
physicality of animation. The way they perform, the way they create the illusion of life,’’ says Michel Laprise
Writer and Show Director.
”In creating this show, we’ve brought to life an extraordinary new entertainment experience for the whole
family,” said Josh, D’Amaro, president, Walt Disney World Resort, “It blends all the heart, humor and joy of
Disney storytelling with new acrobatic performances and effects never before seen in a Cirque du Soleil
production.”
This new show follows the story of Julie, a courageous and determined girl who discovers an unexpected gift
left by her late father: an unfinished animation piece. Guided by a surprising pencil, she embarks on an
inspiring quest sprinkled with her Disney childhood memories. Through this journey, she learns to imagine
new possibilities and animate the story of her future.
Drawn to Life will transport guests of all ages into the world of Disney animation in Cirque du Soleil’s
signature style. This entirely new experience will wow Walt Disney World guests and Cirque du Soleil fans,

while bringing timeless Disney stories to life in an unforgettable new way.
‘’It has been a fantastic collaboration between Cirque du Soleil, Walt Disney Animation Studios and Walt
Disney Imagineering. We had the chance to work with some of the animators that have worked on iconic
Disney movies. You’ll get to meet some of your favourite characters, but maybe in a very different way,’’ says
Fabrice Becker, Creation Director.
With an international cast of more than 65 artists, the Cirque du Soleil theater located in Disney Springs at
Walt Disney World Resort, will welcome up to 1,580 spectators for each show, five days a week.
Show Team
The creation team of Drawn to Life, the 50thoriginal production of Cirque du Soleil:
Chief Creative Officer

Diane Quinn

Executive Producer

Charles Joron

Creative Director

Fabrice Becker

Writer and Show Director
Set Designer
Costume Designer

Michel Laprise
Stephane Roy
Philippe Guillotel

Make-up Designer

Eleni Uranis

Acrobatic Designer

Germain Guillemot

Acrobatic Equipment Designer
Music Composer
Projections Producer
Projection Designers
Production Director

Danny Zen
Benoit Jutras
4U2C producer
Mathieu St-Arnaud & Félix Fradet-Faguy
Matthew Whelan

Magie Nouvelle

Raphaël Navarro

Puppets Designer

Johanna Elhert

Sound Designer

Jonathan Deans

Light Designer

Martin Labrecque

Comic act Designer
Choreographer

Joe de Paul
Kostiantyn Tomilchenko & Andrew Skeels

Walt Disney Animation Studios
Custom Animation

Eric Goldberg

Walt Disney Imagineering
Executive, Theatrical Development

Michael Jung

Executive, Music Studio

Matt Walker

Vice President, Production

Natalie Woodward

Producer
Principal Technical Director

Omar Kamal
Larry Sonn

For high-resolution images and animated logo, please click here.
For more information on show tickets, dates and pricing, visit cirquedusoleil.com.

About Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group
Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group is the world leader in creating, producing and distributing live
entertainment. With an established reputation in circus art shows, the Group further leverages its creative
and innovative powerhouse to present a variety of compelling entertainment forms through itsdivisions, such
as Cirque du Soleil, Blue Man Group, VStar Entertainment Group, The Works Entertainment, Cirque du Soleil
Events + Experiences and 4U2C. Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group productions have performed in more
than 65 countries in over 450 cities, with an average of over 15 million tickets sold yearly. Beyond its various
experiences and shows, Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group aims to make a positive impact on people,
communities and the planet through art and creativity.
For more information, visit CirqueduSoleilEntertainmentGroup.com.
About Disney Springs
Disney Springs is a one-of-a-kind retail, dining and entertainment district located in the heart of the Walt
Disney World Resort in Florida. With its namesake springs, beautiful open-air promenades and lakefront
setting, Disney Springs evokes the charm of Florida waterfront towns at the turn of the 20th century. It’s also
home to a collection of more than 150 shops and restaurants, including top-name retail brands, specialty
boutiques and dining experiences created by celebrity and award-winning chefs. Located in Lake Buena Vista,
Fla., Disney Springs is open daily.
About Disney Parks, Experiences and Products

Disney Parks, Experiences and Products brings the magic of The Walt Disney Company’s powerful brands and
franchises—including Disney, Pixar, Marvel, Star Wars, ESPN, 20th Century Fox and National Geographic—into
the daily lives of families and fans around the world to create magical memories that last a lifetime.
When Walt Disney opened Disneyland in Anaheim, California, on July 17, 1955, he created a unique
destination built around storytelling and immersive experiences, ushering in a new era of family
entertainment. More than 60 years later, Disney has grown into one of the world’s leading providers of family
travel and leisure experiences, with iconic businesses including six resort destinations with 12 theme parks
and 52 resorts in the United States, Europe, and Asia with approximately 160,000 cast members; a top-rated
cruise line with four ships and plans for three more to be completed in 2021, 2022, and 2023; a luxurious
family beach resort in Hawai‘i; a popular vacation ownership program; and an award-winning guided family
adventure business. Disney’s global consumer products operations include the world’s leading licensing
business; the world’s largest children’s publishing brands; one of the world’s largest licensors of games
across all platforms; more than 200 Disney store locations around the world; and the shopDisney e-commerce
platform.
These experiences are created by Disney Imagineers, the creative force behind experiences found in Disney
theme parks, resort hotels, cruise ships, and consumer products—including books, games, and merchandise.
About Walt Disney Animation Studios
Combining masterful artistry and storytelling with groundbreaking technology, Walt Disney Animation Studios
is a filmmaker-driven animation studio responsible for creating some of the most beloved films ever made.
Located in Burbank, WDAS continues to build on its rich legacy of innovation and creativity, from the first fullyanimated feature film, 1937’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, to 2013’s Academy Award®-winning
Frozen, the biggest animated film of all time. Among the studio’s timeless creations are Pinocchio, Sleeping
Beauty, The Jungle Book, The Little Mermaid, The Lion King, Big Hero 6 and Zootopia.
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