
Voyagers Travel ‘Under the Sea’ Encountering 
Ariel and Her Friends As ‘Under The Sea ~ Journey 
of The Little Mermaid’ Opens at New Fantasyland

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. – Guests enter the enchanting story of “The Little Mermaid,” complete with characters and 
songs from the Academy Award-winning Disney animated motion picture, when they board Under the Sea ~ 
Journey of the Little Mermaid, in Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World Resort.

Set in and around Ariel’s underwater world and located inside New Fantasyland, the new attraction combines the 
enduring appeal of a classic Disney “dark ride” with wonderful technological innovations to offer guests a personal 
journey into the scenes of the film.

Adventurers on the attraction will feel as if they are descending below the ocean’s surface, one of the special effects 
that take this “dark ride” to a new level of sophistication.  Once “under the sea,” guests will find themselves 
immersed in the classic story of “The Little Mermaid,” sharing Ariel’s adventure through advanced Audio-Animatronics
technology, a magical cast of characters and a captivating musical score that will entice everyone to sing along.

“It’s so exciting to bring these classic Disney characters to life,” said Chris Beatty, creative director for New 
Fantasyland. “To be able to recreate Ariel’s world and invite our guests to Prince Eric’s Castle and then under the sea 
to meet Ariel and her friends is something that’s truly magical.”
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Guests arrive at the shoreline of Prince Eric’s Castle and descend through the grottos and caverns to board their 
clamshell. 

Along the queue, the fun begins. Guests encounter a shipwreck along the smooth rocks of the cliffs. As guests 
descend deeper into the grottos and caverns, sea life, including barnacles and starfish, appear to help guide them to 
their destination. Mischievous little crabs engage guests in games of “trash” or “treasure” to help the crabs fill their 
treasure chest.

The ride loading area features a one-of-a-kind 86-foot hand-painted mural depicting the characters from “The Little 
Mermaid.”

Guests begin their journey by boarding their own colorful “clamshell” ride vehicles, part of the Omnimover ride 
system that is familiar to fans of the “Doom Buggies” in the Haunted Mansion attraction at Magic Kingdom and 
Disneyland park. The Omnimover, a Walt Disney Imagineering design, gives passengers a point-of-view experience, 
directing their attention to the key scenes in the attraction.

Scuttle, the tale-spinning seagull, welcomes guests as they embark on their adventure, doing his best to tell the story 
of Ariel’s ambition to leave her ocean home and become part of the human world.


