The National Women Business Owners
Corporation Honors WDW Resort’s Supplier
Diversity Excellence
Lake Forrest, Fla., July 5, 2011 – The National Women Business Owners Corporation (NWBOC) honors July, 2011
Supplier Diversity Managers of the Month, Matt Thursman and Mary Lynn Netzel of The Walt Disney World® Resort
in Orlando, FL.
The NWBOC honors individuals in the supplier diversity field who go above and beyond to see that Minority and
Women Business Enterprises (MWBEs) receive opportunities to competitively bid on corporate and government
contracts. Honorees are nominated by NWBOC Certified Women Business Enterprises (WBEs).
Thursman is the Manager of Minority Business Development for The Walt Disney World® Resort where he manages
the Supplier Diversity Program for the Walt Disney Resorts through partnerships with internal departments in Florida
and California, as well as relevant business organizations throughout the United States. He identifies qualified and
certified MWBEs and matches them against Disney’s procurement and bidding opportunities.
“Matt is firm, fair and consistent,” said Cindy Lou Hartig, of Information Technology and Data Solutions, Inc., who
nominated the two for this honor. “When he sees that MWBEs are not getting notified of bid opportunities, he goes to
the source and finds out why. We are invited to bid and have the same chance as the larger companies.”
Netzel is a Sourcing Specialist and Contract Administrator for The Walt Disney World® Resort. She insures that prequalified and certified MWBEs have bid opportunities to competitively bid on both design and construction projects
for Disney. “Because of Mary Lynn, we received our master contract and she made it her mission to promote us as a
NWBOC certified WBE,” added Harting.
For more information about NWBOC or its WBE certification program, visit www.nwboc.org or email
janet@nwboc.org.
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About NWBOC
The NWBOC was established in 1995 for the purpose of increasing competition for corporate and government
contracts through implementation of a pioneering economic development strategy for women business owners.
NWBOC is a national 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, and is the first third party, national certifier providing WBE
Certification.
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The Walt Disney Company is committed to making MWBEs an important part of its sourcing and procurement
activities by actively seeking minority and woman-owned firms for inclusion in the competitive bidding process, and
utilizing these businesses to the fullest extent possible. Learn more at
http://corporate.disney.go.com/corporate/diversity.html.

