Music: Songs of “The Little Mermaid” Become
‘Part of Your World’ In New Attraction at Magic
Kingdom Park
LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. ? Guests experiencing Under The Sea ~ Journey of The Little Mermaid at Magic
Kingdom park will relive the romance and excitement of the classic “Little Mermaid” story through scenic design,
Audio-Animatronics characters, special effects and, of course, the award-winning songs written by Howard Ashman
and Alan Menken for the Disney animated motion picture.
The musical aspects of the experience begin in the Little Mermaid queue area, where guests waiting to board will
hear an extended medley of songs from the original film, like the overture to a Broadway show.
Then, as they travel through the attraction, guests will see the familiar characters performing beloved musical
numbers in exquisitely designed animated scenes, including “Part of Your World,” a rousing, spectacular “Under the
Sea,” “Kiss the Girl,” and Ursula the Sea Witch’s darkly persuasive “Poor Unfortunate Souls.” Some original voice
artists from “The Little Mermaid,” including Jodi Benson (Ariel) and Pat Carroll (Ursula), are featured on the
attraction’s soundtrack.
The score for Under The Sea ~ Journey of The Little Mermaid was recorded by a 65-piece orchestra under the
direction of Arranger and Orchestrator, Danny Troob, who has collaborated on many theatrical scores with Alan
Menken, composer of the film score for “The Little Mermaid.” Troob’s arrangements were specially created for the
Little Mermaid attraction.
“In film, the music withdraws and is supposed to be in the background,” Troob explains. “In a theme park (attraction),
the music is supposed to be consistently entertaining, so your approach has to be a lot more proactive and even
aggressive.”
Of the several musical highlights in Under The Sea ~ Journey of The Little Mermaid, the largest scene is a full-scale
musical “extravaganza” featuring 129 different characters performing “Under the Sea.” The sequence takes up
approximately one-third of the area inside the attraction and has a scope similar to that of the final scene in “it’s a
small world.”
As in the motion picture, songs like “Part of Your World” and “Poor Unfortunate Souls” illuminate key “Little Mermaid”
characters and drive the emotional content of the show. “The attraction is really built around those classic songs
from the film and we chose the ‘greatest hits’ to help guide our guests through the story—so as you dive under the
sea, Ariel’s singing ‘Part of Your World’ and we get to swim with her in her grotto. The music really creates the
energy for the entire attraction and is your guide on this wonderful journey.” – Chris Beatty, Creative Director, New
Fantasyland
About Walt Disney World Resort
Walt Disney World Resort is a contiguous, nearly 40-square-mile, world-class entertainment and recreation center
featuring four theme parks (Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Disney’s Hollywood Studios and Disney’s Animal Kingdom); two
water adventure parks (Blizzard Beach and Typhoon Lagoon); 35 resort hotels (25 owned and operated by Walt
Disney World, includes seven Disney Vacation Club resort properties); 81 holes of golf on five courses; two fullservice spas; Disney’s Wedding Pavilion; ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex; and Downtown Disney, an
entertainment-shopping-dining complex. Walt Disney World Resort is also included in vacation packages of Disney
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Cruise Line. Located at Lake Buena Vista, Fla., 20 miles southwest of Orlando, Walt Disney World Resort opened
Oct. 1, 1971. Open daily, year-round.
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